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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


Types of Shipments Included 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto 
Rico from foreign countries are considered to be United States 
imports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
through the United States in transit from one foreign country 
to another is not reported as imports. Im general, the im- 
port statistics are a complete record of the physical move- 
ment of merchandise into the United States from foreign coun- 
tries (except for intransit shipments), but there are some 
exclusions of items of relatively small importance in terms 
of total value such as gifts valued at less than $100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
ehandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestie consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse, 


Monthly oa. imnual. Coverage 


In general, the compiling procedures provide for the 
inclusion of shipments in the statistics for the month of im- 
port. However, because of processing problems, there has 
always been a carry-over of a few percent of shipments from 
their proper month to a subsequent month, usually the follow- 
ing month, Normally, the amount of carry-over from month to 
month (and from year to year) remains substantially constant. 
In March 1958, he amount of carry-over was increased in 
order to take ful. advantage of early release dates made 
possible with the use of electronic equipment for processing 
import data. 


For individual countries and commodity subgroups, the 
carry-over procedure as a whole may result in the inclusion 
in the 1959 statistics of some shipments made in 1958 and/or 
the exclusion from the 1959 statistics of some 1959 shipments 
which will appear in the 1960 statistics. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing warehouse, 
and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immediately upon 
arrival. General import figures covering total trade, coun- 
try totals and Customs district totals are published monthly. 
General import commodity statistics are not published but are 
available for reference purposes, 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United’ 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are 
also compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 
985. In addition, transportation statistics (showing ship- 
ping weight as well as value information) are compiled cov- 
ering that part of general imports of merchandise which 
arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics 
for both imports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 
985. A more complete description of the coverage and presen- 
tation of these separate shipping statistics will be found in 
the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given 
below. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 
duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countries reported are shown 
in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in 
Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Sched- 
ule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent prov- 
inces, territories, islands, or other areas considered a part 
of each country for statistical purposes. It is published as 
a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup Information," 
below). A separate edition is also available free upon re- 
quest to the Bureau of the Census. In this report countries 
are listed according to continents, in sequence within each 
continent from north to south and west to east, in accordance 
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with their arrangement in Schedule C. The Table of Contents 
.on page 7, which lists the countries in this order, will as- 
sist in locating the data for individual countries. The omis- 
sion of a country name from this report indicates no imports 
from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity informa- 
tion compiled in terms of the classifications established in 
Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported 
into the United States, is summarized into approximately a 
hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is presented in 
the order in which the subgroup classifications are numbered 
in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 8 will show 
the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated descriptions, and 
the range of numbers of the individual Schedule A classifica- 
tions included in each. For precise information as to the 
commodity content of individual subgroups, reference should 
be: made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the numbered 
elassifications included. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT 
STATISTICS 

A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 
public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FI reports are au- 
tomatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statistics 
Notes, a monthly publication containing information of value 
to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes in 
type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
tor reference purposes prior to the publication of the report 
or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of 
the cost for a special report. Reports providing additional 
detail compiled but not published can be obtained on a cost 
basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further infor- 
mation regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
ties include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
vally valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 

On a one percent sample basis, all imports individually 

“valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 

0 by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
250.) 


For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 


The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased, Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except arbi- 
trary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and 4250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $2500rless whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15,"Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.c.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pictures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent, 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 


(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
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reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958, imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 
valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on for- 
mal entries are fully compiled and distrib- 
uted by subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual 
subgroup figures has been broadened to in- 
elude data on formal entry imports valued 
$100-$250. Prior to 1958 data on these ship- 
ments were included asapart of the low-value 
estimates presented under subgroup 94. Effec- 
tive January 1958 imports valued under $100 
on formal entries and $250 or less on infor- 
mal entries, formerly also a part of subgroup 
94, are shown under arbitrary subgroup 99. 
For subgroup 99, the number of shipments in 
the sample upon which the estimate was based 
is shown at the right of the subgroup descrip- 
tion. In order that the estimated data and 
the sample information may be readily identi- 
fied, a double asterisk (**) appears at the 
right of the figure for the number in the 
sample, immediately preceding the estimated 
value figure for subgroup 99. 


(ce) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports val- 
ued under $100 or informal entry imports val- 
ued $250 or less. Coverage has been increased 
by the inclusion of formal entry imports val- 
ued $100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 
1958. The total for group 9 for the country 
includes the entire amount of the estimate of 
low value imports for the country. This in- 
clusion in group 9 is purely arbitrary since 
the estimate covers all commodity groups for 
the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


For imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports reported 
on informal entries, a one percent sample of import entries 
is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and miltiplied 
by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the statistics. 
These estimates are summarized and included in the statistics 
under : 


1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 110) 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but published 
in FT 970-1) 

3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW VALUE 
DOLLAR EST" 

4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 930-I 
and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Commerce of 
the United States). 


D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement withthe results that would have been obtained 
from a complete tabulation is not expected. The extent to 
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which estimated country codes in this report for the low val- 
ued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported on 
formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 reported 
on informal entries) might not agree with a complete tabula- 
tion depends on the number of documents which fall in the 
sample. For each estimated figure in the report the number 
of documents in the sample on which the estimate was based is 
given. 


As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that acomplete tabulation would have resulted 
in a figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by $79,800) 
and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Similarly, a 
country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total of 
$15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus an estimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,855,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 


In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values,or which include estimated values, 
the variability of the combined total can be determined by 
merely adding the sample size for each estimated value and 
then referring to the line on the reliability table appli- 
cable to the combined sample size. 


The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample for 
the country. This does not necessarily mean that low valued 
imports were not made. 


E. EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARA- 
BILITY Witt DATA HOR PE RTOD'S PRIOR LO 
JANUARY 1958 


When using figures for 1958 and later periods for pur- 
poses of comparison with figures for periods prior to 1958, 
account must be taken of the coverage which was in effect for 
earlier periods, as well as the coverage effective in 1958. 
Coverage statements and explanationsof any sampling procedure 
used are included in the issues of Report No. FT 120. Begin- 
ning January 1958, the estimated values for informal entry 
shipments and for under $100 formal entry shipments are sum- 
marized and included under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 
99. During 1954-1957 estimated values for shipments valued 
$250 or less whether reported on formal or informal entries 
were included in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup 
totals. Since no information on imports covered by informal 
entries was included in any of the figures prior to January 
1954, the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup 
summary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which in- 
elude information on informal entries are not comparable in 
this respect to prior periods. The country by subgroup and 
country by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954 - 
December 1957 are comparable to periods prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to 
be attached to a specified value. 
EEE eee 


Then the chances are better than 2 out of 
3 that a complete tabulation would 


1f the number have resulted in a value figure between 


of documents 
indicated from 
the sample is: 


And the specified 
estimate 
increased by 


The speci fied 
estimate 
reduced by! 


0 0 21,840 
| 9,840 27,240 

2 15,360 31,320 

3 19,440 34,560 

4 22,800 37,560 

5 25,680 40,080 

6 28,320 42, 480 

7 30,720 44,760 

8 32,880 46, 800 

9 35,040 48,720 

10 36,960 50, 640 

i 38,760 52,440 

12 40,560 54 120 

13 42, 360 55,680 

14 43,920 57,240 

15 45,480 58, 800 

16 47, 040 60, 240 

17 48,480 61, 680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51,360 64, 440 
20-24 55, 200 68, 400 
25-29 60, 000 75, 000 
30-34 66, 000 84, 000 
35-39 72,000 90, 000 
40-49 79, 800 99, 000 
50-59 87, 600 108, 000 
60-69 96, 000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 120,000 
80-89 108,000 121,200 
90-99 113,640 125,520 
100-124 127, 680 139, 560 
125-149 140,400 152, 280 
150-174 152, 160 164, 040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183, 000 194, 760 
250-299 200,880 212, 880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
2400-499 261,120 273,000 


‘The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (doth formal 
entries of individual items valued ${ to $100 and informal entries valued 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated anount shown in 
the report. 

21f the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments wili 
generally be less than 7 percent, 
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